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COLLEGE SELECTION

65.5%
White/Caucasian

33.1%
Non-White

Here are some of students’ key considerations in choosing  
Meredith College

83.8%
Interaction with 

faculty

96.6%
Graduate job 
placement

95.9%
Offer of financial 

assistance

85.1%
Academic reputation 

of the institution 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SOCIAL & POLITICAL ATTITUDES

70.2%       
Live less than 75 miles

from campus

#1

30.2%
First generation
to attend college 

67.2%
Attended a religious 

service in the last year

60.2%
Likely to complete 
a graduate degree

78.8%
Performed 

volunteer work

67.9%
Likely to participate 

in service and 
leadership activities

95.7%
Say that sexual activity that 

occurs without explicit 
consent of both partners

is sexual assault

87.1%
Agree that climate change 
is a real problem and must 
be dealt with at the federal, 

state, and local levels

Covid – 19 Pandemic and College ChoiceFINANCING COLLEGE

53.0%
Express some level of 

confidence in their ability 
to manage education costs

69.2%
Expect to work on/off 

Campus in order to 
pay for college

77.1%
Solve a problem and then 

explain it to a peer

63.8%
Study real world issues 
using graphs, statistics, 
numerical tables, and 

other quantitative data

First Year students identify their strengths

68.4% of students 
say Meredith was 
their first choice

The First Year Start Strong Survey is designed to gather input from incoming first-year students shortly after they start classes at Meredith. 
The instrument collects extensive information that allows for a snapshot of what our incoming students are like before they experience college.

OPENNESS TO DIVERSE VIEWS

82.0%
Confident they can 
hold a conversation 

on a controversial topic

92.9%
Can put themselves in

someone else's position to 
understand their viewpoint

First Year Start Strong Survey
FALL 2020

89.7%        
Assist those in need

75.6%
Take on leadership 

roles in their community

68.4%
Engage with people 

From other countries

Students consider it important to …

15.9%
Believe all races are 

treated equally in America

31.3%
Are middle of the road politically

POLITICS

86.12%
Believe US should pass
immigration reform to 

allow illegal immigrants 
a path to citizenship

80.9%
Satisfied with Meredith’s 

Communication of Meredith's 
Covid-19 policies and expectations

10.1%
Decision to enroll at 

Meredith was impacted 
by the Covid-19 pandemic


